Experiential Learning Seminar and Trip

Central Asia and the Old Silk Road
Kazakhstan
Tentative dates: September 22—October 2, 2019

Please join the UW-Madison Division of Extension-Juneau County office for a once-ina-lifetime, Citizen to Citizen Diplomacy travel opportunity to Kazakhstan, the heart of
Central Asia! Transcend the typical tourist or business travel experience on this adventurous study tour through homestays with local families, exclusive tours of UN World
Heritage Sights and private meetings with government leaders. Participants from all
walks of life are encouraged to participate.
In coordination with Open World, Delta Credit, CESA and Kazakhstan government
officials, the Division of Extension office of Juneau County is pleased to invite you to
participate in a 12-day cultural and learning exchange. Western Wisconsin has hosted
10 Kazakh leadership delegations in the past seven years. As a result of this successful
Citizen to Citizen Diplomacy efforts through Open World we have been invited by
Delta Credit and the Kazakhstan government to bring a small delegation to Central
Asia in August 2019. A Kazakh “Wisconsin Alumni” group composed of over 50 past
delegates to Wisconsin will cooperate in hosting our delegation.
Gary Kirking, Assistant Professor and Community Resource Development Agent, will
facilitate our reciprocal August 2019 visit. Kirking has traveled five
times to Kazakhstan, and presented at an international conference in
Tashkent, the capital of Uzbekistan. His work in Kazakhstan centered
on the development of rural business centers and entrepreneurial
support in the Pavlodar region of Kazakhstan.
Kirking has had the opportunity to travel and work in 14 countries. He
recently co-chaired the Leadership Wisconsin International Seminar,
and is a member of the Internationalizing Division of Extension task force.
Join us for an incredible opportunity to journey to an increasingly important part of
the world—Central Asia. Experience personal Citizen to Citizen Diplomacy like you
have never imagined, enjoy world famous hospitality, see firsthand the mystique and
history of the Old Silk Road, and share your experience. Kazakhstan was featured on a
cover story of the National Geographic magazine, and their agriculture growth was the
cover story for an issue of the John Deere Furrow magazine.
Initial estimates of trip cost total $2800-$3300 per participant which includes airfare,
most in-country travel, lodging, cultural visits, and some meals. The hospitality of our
hosts in each country allows us to offer this international experience at such an advantageous price.
Please contact Gary Kirking with your questions and interest, or for added information
as soon as possible. This is an opportunity of a lifetime!

















Gary Kirking—glkirking@wisc.edu—608-847-9329

Your experience includes
but is not limited to:
Incredible Central Asia hospitality
Unique Regional Cuisine
Retrace the ancient Silk Road and its oasis
towns
First hand history lessons & presentations
from local government leaders
Open Air Markets
UNESCO World Heritage site visits
Visit artisans and local entrepreneurs
Meet with US Embassy Staff
Panoramic excursions
Meetings with Government officials
Quality unique home stays
Experience national holiday (Naynmz)
Attend Astana Toastmasters meeting and
reception
Make lifelong connections
Meet past Kazakhstan Wisconsin delegates

K

azakhstan is the 9th largest country in the world. It is a democracy
and has a strategic location in the world. Over 120 different ethnic
groups make up the country and they all consider themselves Kazak.

Kazakhstan is known for its religious tolerance and world class hospitality. It has the

strongest GNP and per capita income in Central Asia, and is known as the “breadbasket”
of Central Asia.

Beth Kolodzinski
FFA Adviser and Teacher
Royall Schools, Elroy, WI
“I traveled to Kazakhstan
in 2017 and taught in the
rural Kaz village of Saryshyganak for 10 days. It was an incredible professional and personal experience
and I was treated like royalty during my stay. I have made lifelong friends and
plan on returning to teach and share my experiences again. I would highly recommend this to my teaching colleagues and for others who desire to have a life
changing experience.”

“My experiential learning trip and experiences in Kazakhstan
was a trip of a lifetime!”

Dale Beaty
Chief Administrative Officer
Wisconsin Farm Bureau
The Opportunity to teach in two rural villages:
Two rural villages and schools have invited Wisconsin teachers to visit and share their experience and teach in their rural schools. We have had two teachers visit and teach in one of
the rural villages. The Leadership Wisconsin program has also sent 22 of their participants
to one of the villages as well.

Successful candidates will:













Share their background and experience
Be a US Citizen to Citizen Diplomat
Be open minded and creative
Immerse themselves in the community with home stays, receptions, and cultural and
social opportunities
Be in each community 4-5 days
May participate in a team approach with 1-2 other professionals
Share and speak English with the students and staff
Experience translation and new teaching techniques
Teach some students relative topics from their own curriculum. Topics to be determined based on consultations and options with group facilitator and the two schools.
Could include hands on activities, labs, study groups, and/or lectures. Education related topics, sports, culture, and other topics are possible.
Participate in tours to businesses, cultural and historical sites, visit the US Embassy,
and learn about Kazak culture and way of life. Visit the capitol city of Astana, Pavlodar,
and rural areas
Participate in a professional orientation for the trip and experiences


 Be asked to share their experiences upon their return

