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Make a Contribution to CREECA
What your gift can do
Every gift enables CREECA to do something we could not otherwise 
have accomplished, whether it’s support for undergraduate and grad-
uate students, an additional lecture, or a course development grant.
Make a Donation to CREECA
By Mail - If you would prefer to make a tax-deductible dona-
tion by standard mail, fill out and mail in this page. Please make 
checks payable to “UW Foundation” and include “12544273 
CREECA” on the memo line of the check. 
Name__________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
City_________________  State________  ZIP __________
Enclosed is my contribution of:	 $_________________
Send to:

University of Wisconsin Foundation 
Gift Processing Department 
U. S. Bank Lockbox 
P.O. Box 78807 
Milwaukee, WI 53278-0807 

Online - To make a secure gift online using your credit card, 
please visit www.creeca.wisc.edu
For more information about making a gift to CREECA, please con-
tact Ann Dingman at UW Foundation (608-265-9954, ann.ding-
man@uwfoundation.wisc.edu).

How far can language and 
area studies take you?

A CREECA M.A., a 
Russian major, and a 
mechanical engineer 
tell their 
stories

Jacob Mays entered the graduate program in mechanical engineering at UW-Madi-
son in fall 2009.  He earned a B.S. in chemistry and physics from Harvard in 2007, but 
also studied Russian.  After graduating, he worked for a year at the Russian Academy of  
Sciences in Moscow.  He’s now continuing his study of  Russian and hopes a career in 
developing power projects will take him abroad again.  See his story on page 5.

Damian Wampler earned an M.A. in Russian, East European, and Central Asian Stud-
ies from CREECA in 2005.  Since then, he’s done Fulbright research and worked in New 
York as a Peace Corps recruiter.  He was recently accepted into the U.S. Foreign Service 
and is leaving for Dushanbe, Tajikistan, on February 15.  See his story on page 6. 

Laura Weigel graduated from UW-Madison in 2009 with majors in International Studies and Russian Language and Civilization.  In fall 
2009, she worked in Russia as a recruiter for the American Councils’ Future Leaders Exchange Program.  Weigel is currently looking at new 
job opportunities in Russia, preparing for the GRE, and planning to apply to graduate school in the fall.  See her story on page 7.



2 11

By Ted Gerber
CREECA Director

Letter from the director

www.creeca.wisc.edu (608) 262-3379

Dear friends of  CREECA, 

I trust that most of  you are staying 
warm and upbeat this winter.  Lest you 
despair at the sight of  the seemingly 
eternal ice cover on Lake Mendota, take 
heart that February is International 
Opportunities Month (IOM) on the 
UW-Madison campus.  CREECA has a 
long tradition of  active participation in 
this program of  lectures, presentations, 
and other events that teach students 
about global issues and opportunities 
for travel, work, study, and volunteer 
service abroad.  

In the spirit of  IOM, this issue of  the 
CREECA newsletter features several 
stories about our students and recent 
alumni who have used their language 
and area studies expertise in diverse 
and interesting ways at UW-Madison 
and beyond.  Laura Weigel, 2009 B.A. 
in Russian and International Studies,  
recently returned from a 4-month stint 
in Russia as a participant recruiter for 
the American Councils for Internation-
al Education FLEX program.  Damian 
Wampler, 2005 M.A. in Russian, East 
European, and Central Asian Studies, 
has served as a Peace Corps volunteer 
and Fulbright scholar, and is departing 
this month for a new position in Du-
shanbe as a Foreign Service Officer 
with the US State Department.  Jacob 

Mays, currently working on an M.S. 
in Mechanical Engineering, received a 
FLAS fellowship for advanced study in 
Russian in 2009-2010.  Zachary Kelly, 
2008 B.A. in Russian and a student in 
the Baltic Studies Summer Institute 
(BALSSI) here last summer, has an in-
ternship at the U.S. Embassy in Tallinn 
lined up for next summer.  I know you 
will enjoy reading about the successes 
of  this sample of  our many impressive 
students.  

CREECA has also recently learned 
that we will be hosting BALSSI again 
not only during the coming summer, 
but also for a third summer in 2011.  
Please help spread the word to anyone 
potentially interested in studying Esto-
nian, Latvian, or Lithuanian language 
and culture.  

Hosting BALSSI has helped CREECA 
rejuvenate the University’s commit-
ment to Baltic studies.  We have devel-
oped a strong and continuing working 
relationship with Madison-Vilnius Sis-
ter Cities (MVSC).  We obtained addi-
tional funding for Baltic programming 
at UW-Madison through grants from 
the American Council for Learned 
Societies (ACLS) and  the Lithuanian 
Foundation. Recently we received a 
sizeable donation from a Wisconsin-
based Latvian-American to support 
Latvian-related programming at UW-
Madison in the future. Two more sum-
mers of  BALSSI on our campus are 
sure to offer further opportunities to 
solidify and expand Baltic-related re-
search, teaching, and programming at 
UW-Madison.

One upcoming event illustrates our 
partnership with Madison-Vilnius Sis-
ter Cities:  we are jointly sponsoring  
a celebration of  Lithuanian Indepen-
dence Day on February 16, 2010, fea-
turing a lecture by eminent UW-Madi-
son history professor emeritus Alfred 
E. Senn, who will receive a commenda-

tion from the office of  Madison Mayor 
Dave Cieslewicz recognizing his many 
years of  service to the city and the Uni-
versity.  

Another event to look forward to is our 
March 24 “Day in Eastern and Central 
Europe,” when high school students 
from around the state will come to cam-
pus to learn from UW faculty, graduate 
students, and staff  about the politics, 
culture, and societies of  the countries 
in that region.  

This year’s Romanian film festival will 
take place March 18-20 in the audito-
rium of  the Madison Museum of  Con-
temporary Art.  Finally, keep in mind 
that our lecture series is back in full 
swing, and we feature the usual rich as-
sortment of  topics and speakers every 
Thursday at 4:00. 

Okay, so it would be a stretch to say that 
we’re not looking forward to the arrival 
of  spring.  But I hope you will agree 
with me that these CREECA activities 
will certainly help the winter pass more 
easily and quickly.  May you all have a 
productive spring semester, and I look 
forward to seeing you at CREECA 
events.  

CREECA has also recently 
learned that we will be 

hosting BALSSI again not 
only during the coming 
summer, but also for a 
third summer in 2011.  

Please help spread the 
word to anyone potentially 

interested in studying 
Estonian, Latvian, or 

Lithuanian.

Winter ◊ Spring

Thursday, February 18
Apocalypse, Eschatology, and Belief: 
The Trajectory of  Religious Motifs in 
Gorbanevskaia's Poetry
Allan Reid, University of  New 
Brunswick 
4 p.m. 206 Ingraham Hall

Thursday, February 25
Developments in Russian Children's Literature 
after 1991: Genres, Imports, and New Russian 
Plots
Andrea Lanoux, Connecticut College
4 p.m. 206 Ingraham Hall

Thursday, March 4
The Ecclesia Militans and the Catholic Nation 
in Modern Poland
Brian Porter-Szucs, University of  
Michigan
4 p.m. 1418 Van Hise Hall

Thursday, March 11
Anton Chekhov: The Ups and Downs of  a 
Playwright's Reputation
Laurence Senelick, Tufts University
4 p.m. Mitchell Theatre in Vilas Hall

Thursday, March 18
Patriarchy, Oligarchy, and Sobornost' in the 
Contemporary Russian Orthodox Church

CREECA is a Department of  Education Title VI National Resource Center. It was established in 1993 to unite the efforts 
of  two long-standing University programs—Russian and East European Studies and Central Asian Studies. CREECA 
consists of  roughly 100 members including many nationally and internationally known experts in their fields.

Paul Valliere, Butler University
4 p.m. 206 Ingraham Hall

Thursday-Saturday, March 18-20
Romanian Film Festival
Madison Museum of  Contemporary Art

Wednesday, March 24
Day in East and Central Europe
8:30 a.m. Great Hall in Memorial Union

Thursday, March 25
Bride Abduction in Post-Soviet Central Asia: 
Marking a Shift Towards Patriarchy through 
Local Discourses of  Shame and Tradition
Cynthia Werner, Texas A&M University
4 p.m. 206 Ingraham Hall

Thursday, April 8
Legends of  the Underground:  Ivan Jirous, 
Egon Bondy, and the Prehistory of  Czech 
Dissent
Jonathan Bolton, 
Harvard University
4 p.m. 206 Ingraham 
Hall

Thursday, April 15
Islamic Political Culture 
in Central Asia: Roots 
and Historical Legacies
Elyor E. Karimov, 
Uzbek Academy of  
Sciences 
4 p.m. 206 Ingraham 
Hall

We welcome suggestions from our faculty and students for speakers in the Thursday 
CREECA lecture series. Please send recommendations for the fall 2010 lecture series to 

Jennifer Tishler (assocdir@creeca.wisc.edu).
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Friday, April 16
Russian Music Concert by Zolotoj Plyos
Venue TBA

Thursday, April 22
Stalin and his Team: A New Look at Stalinist 
High Politics
Sheila Fitzpatrick, University of  Chicago
4 p.m. Curti Lounge, 5243 Humanities

Thursday, April 29
Kaleidoscopic Odessa: History and Place in 
Contemporary Ukraine
Tanya Richardson, Wilfrid Laurier 
University
4 p.m. 206 Ingraham Hall

Thursday, May 6
The Difference a Babushka Makes: The Relative 
Success of  Single-Mother Families in Russia
Jennifer Utrata, University of  Puget Sound
4 p.m. 336 Ingraham Hall

Save the Date!
June 21-24, 2010
"Security and Conf lict in Russia & 
Eurasia"
A workshop for K-12 educators
Sponsored by CREECA & Global Studies
Madison Concourse Hotel, 1 W. Dayton St.
For more info: outreach@creeca.wisc.edu



10 3

The University of  Wisconsin Press, 
long respected for its series on 
Alexander Pushkin, has been adding 

Russian cultural and intellectual history to its 
Slavic studies list through a new publishing 
initiative. 

In cooperation with Northwestern Univer-
sity Press and the University of  Pittsburgh 
Press, the UW Press launched the Mellon 
Slavic Studies Initiative in January 2008 with 
funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foun-
dation. The initiative provides $390,000 to 
publish 18 scholarly first books over five 
years on topics related to Russia, East Eu-
rope, or Central Asia.

“During the Cold War … a lot of  publishers 
were publishing in that area,” said UW Press 
acquisitions editor Gwen Walker (Ph.D ’03), 
who was the chief  author of  the proposal 
for the initiative. “In the post-Cold War era, 
it dropped off, but we made the argument in 
[our] proposal that this continues to be an 
important area, even though sales tend not 
to be very high.”

So far, Northwestern University Press has 
published two books by emerging scholars 
through the initiative, and the UW Press has 
published three: Otto Boele’s Erotic Nihilism 
in Late Imperial Russia: The Case of  Mikhail 
Artsybashev’s Sanin, Tim Harte’s Fast Forward 
The Aesthetics and Ideology of  Speed in the Rus-
sian Avant-Garde, 1910-1930, and Benjamin 
Sutcliffe’s The Prose of  Life: Russian Women 
Writers from Khrushchev to Putin, which Choice 
magazine recently named as one of  its Out-
standing Academic Titles of  2009. The UW 
Press will publish two additional titles, Brod-
sky Abroad and From the Shadow of  Empire, in 
May and August 2010.

Besides promoting scholarship in Russian, 
East European, and Central Asian studies, 
the initiative aims to give authors a chance to 
break into an increasingly impenetrable field.

“The fact is, for career advancement in the 
humanities, publication of  books is very im-
portant,” but it’s often challenging for pub-
lishers to put out these books, Walker said.

“From a publisher’s point of  view, books 
from emerging authors often represent 
fresh perspectives and recent research,” she 
added, even though editing and marketing 
first-time authors can be difficult.

Increases in interlibrary loans and the sale of  
used books on the Internet, among other fac-
tors, have cut into the number of  new books 
purchased. As a result, emerging scholars in 
the humanities have found it difficult to put 
out books because publishers are worried 
about recouping costs, Walker said.  

The initiative grew out of  a call by the Mel-
lon Foundation in 2006 for collaborative 
projects to publish first books in “under-
served areas.” The UW Press immediately 
identified Slavic studies, a smaller market 
it has long published in—the press began 
publishing books by UW-Madison’s Push-
kin specialist J. Thomas Shaw in the 1960s 
and Brown University’s Victor Terras in the 
1980s— as a prime area for collaboration. 
In recent years, the press has brought out 
the Publications of  the Wisconsin Center 
for Pushkin Studies series, with UW-Mad-
ison Department of  Slavic Languages and 
Literature professors David Bethea and 
Alexander Dolinin acting as series editors.

“We also saw this as an opportunity to ex-
pand (our Slavic list) gradually into a few 
areas related to literary studies,” Walker said. 

Therefore, for the Mellon initiative, the UW 
Press chose to concentrate not only on liter-
ary studies, but also on cultural and intellec-
tual history, film studies, anthropology, and 
human rights in Russia and East Europe. 
Walker called intellectual and cultural history 
a “natural subfield” for the press, which al-
ready publishes books in this area through 
its George L. Mosse, Studies in American 

Mellon Foundation initiative awards $390K to publish 18 books by first-time authors
By Alec Luhn
Web and Publications Assistant

Continued on page 10

News & Updates Continued from page 9
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UW Press wins Slavic studies grant

Thought and Culture, and History of  An-
thropology series.  The press is also launching 
a new series called Critical Human Rights.

Northwestern and Pittsburgh chose to focus, 
respectively, on Slavic literature, art, and cul-
ture, and on the social, political, environmen-
tal, urban, and cultural history of  the former 
Soviet Union. Walker, who holds a Ph.D. in 
Slavic Languages and Literature from UW-
Madison, spearheaded the joint proposal. 
The Slavic initiative was one of  four collab-
orative initiatives the Mellon Foundation se-
lected out of  over thirty proposals, she said.

The initiative aims to increase the number 
of  first monographs, improve the quality of  
these works, and expand their potential audi-
ences. Each of  the three presses receives an 
equal portion of  the funding for publishing 
expenses, and all three streamline costs by 
sharing marketing funds. Northwestern does 
much of  the advertising, Pittsburgh created 
the initiative’s Web site (mellonslavicstudies.
org), and the UW Press has created the fli-
ers announcing the books in the series.  The 
three presses held a reception at the last two 
national meetings of  the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of  Slavic Studies 
for accepted authors and others interested in 
having their work considered for publication 
under the initiative. At the 2009 conference, 
the presses organized a roundtable where 

supplement classroom or independent learn-
ing, CAILS lessons are free online at www.
languageinstitute.wisc.edu/cails.

CREECA off-campus affiliate Tomasz In-
glot (Minnesota State University-Mankato) 
reports that his book Welfare States in East 
Central Europe, 1919-2004 received the 2009 
AAASS/Orbis Books Prize for Polish Stud-
ies, for an outstanding English-language 
book on any aspect of  Polish affairs. Pro-
fessor Inglot also published a chapter titled 
“Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slo-
vakia: Adaptation and Reform of  the Post-
Communist ‘Emergency Welfare States’” 
in Alfio Cerami and Pieter Vanhuysse, eds., 
Postcommunist Pathways: Welfare Adaptations and 
Transformations in Central and Eastern Europe, 
Basingstoke UK: Palgrave/Macmillan, 2009.

Greg Gaut (St. Mary’s University of  Min-
nesota), together with his wife, Marsha Neff, 
published an article in the Winter 2009/10 
issue of  the Minnesota Historical Society’s 
quarterly Minnesota History about the visit of  
Mikhail and Raisa Gorbachev to Minnesota 
on June 3, 1990.  Titled “Red Stars over Min-
nesota,” the article discusses the preparation 
for the visit, the events of  the day itself, and 
recalls the prevailing mood of  optimism in 
1990 about the possibilities for international 
cooperation between the US and USSR.

The American Research Institute of  the 
South Caucasus (ARISC) has a new repre-
sentative in Yerevan: Richard Antaramian 
(’05). Richard, who earned a B.A. in Politi-
cal Science as well as the undergraduate cer-
tificate in REECAS, is currently pursuing a 
Ph.D. in history at the University of  Michi-
gan. Richard will be providing guidance to 
U.S. scholars on how to conduct research in 
Armenia, including information on libraries, 
archives, local scholars and permits. Richard 
will also be coordinating several lectures and 
events in Yerevan sponsored by ARISC.

Zachary Kelly (’08, B.A. in Russian) is pur-
suing a master’s in Russian and East Euro-
pean Studies at Indiana University. Zach 
returned to Madison for BALSSI 2009, 
studying intensive elementary Estonian. He 
plans to intern this summer at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tallinn.

Alumni

“I was basically testing my thesis every day as 
a Fulbrighter,” he explained.

Without background knowledge from RE-
ECAS, “My Fulbright would have been a lot 
weaker and a lot less informed,” Wampler 
added.  “It would have lacked the theoretical 
base and I wouldn’t have had the skills to do 
research without CREECA.”

He plans to draw on his REECAS skills once 
again for his Foreign Service posting in Tajik-
istan.  According to Wampler, his knowledge 
base has given him a firm grasp of  all the 
topics involved in serving as an information 
officer.  Wampler said that most people don’t 
“realize how important Central Asia is going 
to be in the next couple years.” 

For this reason, he predicts broad opportuni-
ties for those studying Central Asia and Rus-
sia. Wampler called Russia’s future “unclear” in 
light of its deteriorating democratic situation.

“It’s a really exciting time to be studying Rus-
sia, maybe even more so than in the Cold 
War era,” Wampler said.

After his two-year post in Tajikistan ends, he 
plans to return to the region periodically.  As 
always, he’s pursuing a variety of  endeavors, 
such as getting his photo exhibit “Darfur in 
Brooklyn” into a permanent collection and 
finishing his second play, but Wampler’s Cen-
tral Asia focus will remain in the forefront.

“I’ll continue to promote understanding be-
tween the U.S. and Central Asia for the rest 
of  my life,” he said.

Wampler Continued from page 6

Although many of  his fellow English edi-
tors stayed on, Mays left after the year-long 
contract ended, wanting to focus on more 
technical work. He described his time in 
Moscow in terms of  a love-hate relation-
ship.

“I think there are a lot of  things that make 
it not an attractive city, but it’s a fascinating 
place,” Mays said. “There’s a lot of  stuff  
going on all the time, as in Russia in gen-
eral.”

After taking a job with the Obama cam-
paign in Chicago for four months, Mays 
spent a semester as a special student at 
UW-Madison and then entered the gradu-
ate program in mechanical engineering 
in fall 2009. For the 2009-2010 academic 
year Mays received a Foreign Language 
and Area Studies (FLAS) fellowship to 
continue his study of  advanced Russian 
language and area studies, which he com-
bines with his challenging engineering 
course work. He focuses on power gen-
eration and plans to work in developing 
power projects, which will likely take him 
abroad again. His Russian will be useful, 
Mays suspects, since Russia is a major ex-
porter of  civilian nuclear power, and pow-
er projects are cropping up in Ukraine and 
Central Asia.

Mays’s advisor Michael Corradini said he 
was initially most impressed with Mays’s 
interest in energy analysis and policy.  He 
noted Mays’s language skills give him an 
edge because he can read Russian scientific 
literature.

“He can go into a literature base that no 
one else can read,” Corradini said.

Once Mays graduates from UW, he’ll be 
able to use his expertise to work on energy 
policy issues important to Russian society, 
he added.  According to Corradini, not 
enough engineering students study a for-
eign language.

Extensive prospects exist for Russian-
speakers in any field, Mays noted.

“What I’ve discovered is that there are 
a whole lot of  opportunities for people 
who study Russian and not a whole lot of  
people who take advantage of  them,” he 
said.

Mays Continued from page 5

they discussed the publication process and 
fielded questions from prospective authors.

The UW Press has used its share of  the 
initiative’s publishing funds mostly to keep 
prices on the books to between $26.95 and 
$29.95 in a bid to increase sales.  In the past, 
the same books might have sold in hardcov-
er-only editions for $45 or more.

“The initiative has allowed us to publish 
in paperback and e-book simultaneously,” 
Walker explained.

Mellon Slavic Studies books are available 
from the press (uwpress.wisc.edu) and other 
booksellers online. 

UW Press Continued from page 3

“In the post-Cold War era, 
[publishing in Slavic studies] 

dropped off, but ... this 
continues to be an important 

area, even though sales 
tend not to be very high.”



4 9

Children’s lit fest crosses borders 
Annual meetup of teachers, librarians, students features books about other cultures

News & Updates

CREECA faculty, academic staff, 
and honorary fellows

Students

CREECA would like to extend its congrat-
ulations to four students who received the 
Undergraduate Certificate in Russian, 
East European, and Central Asian Stud-
ies (REECAS) in December 2009.

Samuel Balistreri-Daum completed a 
double major in French and History, with a 
strong interest in Eastern European and Rus-
sian history. After graduation, Samuel will be 
working and preparing to take the LSAT; he 
plans to attend law school in the next year.

Samantha Ringer studied Arabic and Rus-
sian at UW-Madison. Her senior thesis, writ-
ten under the direction of  Professor David 
McDonald in History, examined the Arme-
nian genocide of  1915, looking at the Dash-
naks (a nationalistic group formed in Russia) 
and their influence on the Ottoman Arme-
nians. Samantha plans to pursue graduate-
level work in museum studies, with an eye 
towards an eventual career as a museum cu-
rator. She is currently applying for museum-
related positions in Washington, DC.

Lauren Thorpe majored in History, but 
took several classes in Russian and Central 
Asian literature and culture. Lauren notes 
that “the courses and professors in these 
fields, specifically for Russian and Central 
Asian topics, are the most interesting and 
well taught classes I’ve had while in school.” 
Lauren plans to pursue a career in marketing 
and public relations.

Proving the old adage “It never hurts to ask,” 
Alexis Schrubbe (’05) received her cer-
tificate in December 2009, three years after 
graduating from UW-Madison with a major 
in Political Science. Upon receiving her di-
ploma, Alexis lived and worked overseas, 
including some time in Russia. When she 
started to explore graduate programs back in 
the US and reviewed her UW-Madison tran-
script, she realized that she had already ful-
filled the requirements for an undergraduate 
certificate in REECAS—including classes 
in Russian film, history, politics, and litera-
ture—save for actually having declared the 
certificate. Now that we have the approval 
of  the Registrar’s office, we are pleased to 
recognize Alexis’s receipt of  the certificate in 
REECAS, effective August 2005!

Stephanie Richards, Ph.D. candidate in the 
Department of  Slavic Languages and Liter-
ature, received the J. Thomas Shaw Prize for 
the best graduate student paper presented 
at the October 2009 Wisconsin AATSEEL 
conference for her presentation, “Na trone 
on sidel i vdrug upal: Rumor and Oath in 
Pushkin’s Treatment of  Boris Godunov.”

Jambul Akkaziev, a graduate student in the 
Department of  Languages and Cultures of  
Asia, has been awarded a Graduate Student 
International Field Research Award from 
the Division of  International Studies. The 
award provides funding for students who 
have not yet reached dissertator status to 
conduct preliminary field research as they 
develop their dissertation topics. Jambul will 
spend part of  summer 2009 conducting re-
search in Almaty, Kazakstan.

CREECA would like to offer its congratula-
tions to Scott Gehlbach, associate profes-
sor of  political science, whose book Repre-
sentation Through Taxation: Revenue, Politics, and 
Development in Postcommunist States was award-
ed an honorable mention by the committee 
of  the AAASS Davis Center Book Prize in 
Political and Social Studies (for an outstand-
ing monograph published on Russia, Eur-
asia, or Eastern Europe in anthropology, 
political science, sociology, or geography). 
Professor Gehlbach was recognized in No-
vember 2009 in Boston at the 41st National 
Convention of  the American Association 
for the Advancement of  Slavic Studies.

Halina Filipowicz, professor of  Slavic lan-
guages and literature, gave an invited lecture 
at an international conference commemo-
rating the twentieth anniversary of  the fall 
of  the Berlin Wall.  Titled “After the Wall 
Was Over: Performing the New Europe,” 
the conference was organized by the Uni-
versity College Drama Program at the Uni-
versity of  Toronto in November 2009. 

Kathryn Hendley, the William Voss-Bas-
com Professor of  Law and Political Science, 
has been honored for her prolific and signif-
icant scholarship with a Kellett Mid-Career 

Award from UW-Madison. Professor Hen-
dley, who also serves as Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs in the University of  Wis-
consin School of  Law, has published exten-
sively on law in post-Soviet Russia.

From November 16-18, 2009, Milan Haun-
er, an honorary fellow in the Department of  
History, gave a series of  presentations on his 
research to audiences in Philadelphia, includ-
ing a lecture titled “Munich 1938: New ‘Rev-
elations’ from Czech Archives” at the For-
eign Policy Research Institute. In attendance 
was the former US ambassador to the Czech 
Republic, Adrian Basora.

On October 22, 2009, the NGO Friends of  
Chernobyl Centers, U.S. (FOCCUS) held its 
annual fundraiser at the Inn on the Park in 
downtown Madison. FOCCUS paid trib-
ute to Norma Berkowitz, the founder of  
FOCCUS and a clinical assistant professor 
emerita in the School of  Social Work. Also 
recognized by FOCCUS was CREECA as-
sociate director Jennifer Tishler. In the past 
ten years, CREECA has assisted FOCCUS 
with planning and implementing two nation-
al conferences, a study tour of  Ukraine, and 
workshops for Open World delegations on 
community and health issues in Ukraine. 

At the end of  the fall 2009 semester, three 
instructors in the Department of  Slavic Lan-
guages and Literature were named Honored 
Instructors by students living in University 
Housing: Ewa Miernowska (senior lec-
turer), Naomi Olson (PhD candidate) and 
Jennifer Tishler (CREECA associate direc-
tor). The three were recognized for having a 
positive impact on UW-Madison undergrad-
uate education and fostering student engage-
ment and connectedness in their classes.

A three-year effort to develop online modules 
targeting advanced-level listening proficiency 
in Kazak and Uzbek has come to close with 
the completion of  the Central Asian Interac-
tive Listening Series (CAILS).  Supported by 
a grant from the Department of  Education, 
housed in the Language Institute, and direct-
ed by Professor Uli Schamiloglu (Languag-
es & Cultures of  Asia), the CAILS project 
consists of  ten online lessons each in Kazak 
and Uzbek.  Lessons target advanced-level 
listening and are based on video interviews 
with experts in history, music, biotechnology 
and other areas of  scholarship. Designed to 

UW-Madison faculty, academic 
staff, and honorary fellows

Graduate students

Undergraduate students

Continued on next page
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By Nancy Heingartner
CREECA Outreach Coordinator

The eighth annual Children’s and 
Young Adult Literature Celebra-
tion, sponsored by the Wisconsin 

International Outreach Consortium, was 
held in the Memorial Union on the UW-
Madison campus on Saturday, November 
21, 2009.  

This program, which aims to present 
unbiased and informed literature about 
cultures from around the world, attracts 
teachers, school and public librarians, and 
students and faculty of  education and li-
brary science. Megan Schliesman, librarian 
at the UW-Madison Cooperative Children’s 
Book Center, welcomed the sixty partici-
pants, mainly K-12 teachers and librarians, 
to the all-day event.  Rachna Gilmore, an 
award-winning Canadian author whose 
works, including Mina’s Spring of  Colors, A 
Group of  One, and The Trouble with Dilly, of-
ten reflect her experiences growing up in 
India, led off  the presentations with a talk 
titled “Stories without Borders.” 

The next speaker was Kelly Herold, 
associate professor of  Russian at Grinnell 

College in Iowa and au-
thor of  several children’s 
books. Herold gave an 
engaging presentation 
about literary borrow-
ings from Russia, and 
how the often terrifying 
Russian witch Baba Yaga 
undergoes a softening 
of  her personality when 
she crosses the ocean 
and starts appearing in 
American children’s lit-
erature, something she 
has begun doing not in-
frequently. 

Participants then had a 
break for lunch and took 
part in a writing exercise 
led by Gilmore.  The af-
ternoon session began 
with a talk by Sylviane 
Diouf, a New York-
based author and histo-

rian, titled “Beyond Lions: Re-presenting 

Africans and Africa.”  Diouf, who works 
at the Schomburg Center for Research in 
Black Culture, is the author of  numerous 
books for both adults and children, in-
cluding Dreams of  Africa in Alabama: The Slave 
Ship Clotilda and the Story of  the Last Africans 
Brought to America, Kings and Queens of  West 
Africa, and Bintou’s Braids.  

James Rumford, a children’s book au-
thor and illustrator, whose works include 
Silent Music, Traveling Man, and Calabash 
Cat, gave a dynamic, illustrated presenta-
tion on how his art has been informed 
by his experiences with world travel.  The 
day concluded with a roundtable discus-
sion on literature for children and young 
people that allowed for a lively exchange 
between the authors and the audience.  

Plans are already underway for the ninth 
annual Children’s and Young Adult Litera-
ture Celebration, which will take place on 
the UW-Madison campus on November 
20, 2010. For more information, please 
visit http://wioc.wisc.edu/childlit/.

On November 24th, Lodi High 
School hosted its fourth annu-
al International Festival.  More 
than thirty-five speakers from 
around the world gave presen-
tations.   The CREECA region 
was well represented by Katie 
Wirka, a UW-Madison gradu-
ate student in geography who 
has studied in the Czech Re-
public, and by Žaibas, the local Lithuanian dance troupe.  

Janel Anderson, a Lodi high school social studies teacher, is the founder and 
organizer of  this event. 

“I really think of  [this day] as a seed that we can plant for kids,” said Anderson.

A brief  interview with Janel Anderson and a few highlights of  the day can be 
viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb-8vruVZZY

Lodi holds int’l day
By Nancy Heingartner
CREECA Outreach 
Coordinator

Grinnell professor Kelly Herold discusses 
borrowings from Russia in children’s literature.

Photo by Nancy Heingartner

Michael Etzwiler, of the Lithuanian troupe 
Žaibas, dances with Lodi students.

Photo courtesy of Janel Anderson
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Mechanical engineer 
builds on Russian study, 
Moscow job experience

UW engineering graduate stu-
dent Jacob Mays is, by his own 
admission, a grammar freak, a 

trait that’s greatly aided his study of  the 
declension-heavy Russian language.

“I actually like grammar a lot, which I 
realize disgusts most people,” he added. 
“Russian is sufficiently different from 
English and Latin in that there’s a new 
set of  constructs and rules to learn, 
which I enjoyed.”

Mays currently studies mechanical en-
gineering but has also been keeping his 
Russian skills sharp this year in fourth-
year Russian and a Russian culture class.  
He plans to eventually work in the de-
velopment of  power projects in the for-
mer Soviet Union and elsewhere. 

Mays can talk about his plans with an air 
of  experience: unlike the other students 
in his Russian class, he has worked pro-

fessionally in 
Russia. After 
g raduat ing 
from Har-
vard Univer-
sity in 2007 
with majors 
in chemistry 
and phys-
ics, Mays 
took a job at 
the Russian 
A c a d e m y 
of  Sciences 
in Moscow, 
where he 
edited Eng-
lish-language 
articles for 
many of  the 
Academy’s 
154 publi-

cations. Mays’s work experience in Rus-
sia lends credence to his assertions that 
numerous opportunities are available to 
those who acquire proficiency in one or 
more languages of  Russia, East Europe, 
or Central Asia.  

“It was a perfect confluence of  skill sets,” 
Mays said about his Academy of  Sciences 
job. “I know Russian and my background 
is in science, which is pretty uncommon 
even [as an undergraduate].”

Mays has found that his twin interests in 
languages and science not only comple-
ment one another, but also aid his ongoing 
study of  Russian.  Mays started learning 
Russian at Harvard University, where he 
first chose the language for its uniqueness 
and went on to study it for three years.

“I wanted something a bit non-standard, 
but not something so far out it wouldn’t 
be useful at all,” he explained.

Other motivating factors included affini-
ties for the music of  Modest Mussorgsky 

(Mays is 
a classi-
cal mu-
sic fan), 
Georgian food (a popular ethnic cuisine 
in Russia), and Russia’s strong scientific 
tradition.

Upon graduation, Mays started search-
ing for a job in Russia that wouldn’t in-
volve teaching English. Since few busi-
nesses were hiring people fresh out of  
college, Mays said, a year-long position 
in an academic setting, with the possibil-
ity of  extended employment, presented 
the perfect opportunity. 

Job offer in hand, Mays moved to Mos-
cow, where he stayed for the first three 
months in an apartment with a Russian-
born friend from Harvard. The pay was 
decent: Mays estimates he made more 
than he would have teaching English, al-
though he “wasn’t rolling in cash.”

More important, Mays said, he vastly 
improved his Russian reading skills while 
working with Russian scientists to edit 
English translations of  scientific articles. 
He also developed an acute understand-
ing of  what he calls the “dismal” state 
of  the Russian scientific community: al-
though the theoretical work is still strong, 
he explains, experimental work has been 
limited by funding problems, making it 
difficult to attract students.

In his free time, Mays befriended other 
foreigners and got to know the city.

“I thought it was interesting how quickly 
you’re able to form bonds with foreign-
ers in Russia,” he said. “It’s very easy to 
meet people from Central Asia, Mol-
dova, etc. You kind of  think of  Russia 
as homogenous, but Moscow has an in-
credible amount of  diversity.”

Jacob Mays visits a honey market in Moscow.
Photo courtesy of Jacob Mays

By Alec Luhn
Web and Publications Assistant

Continued on page 10

Marzhan Arenova is a lecturer 
in Kazak language in the De-
partment of  Languages and 

Cultures of  Asia. She arrived in Madison 
in August 2009, having taught for several 
years at the Kazak University of  Humani-
ties and Law in Astana, Kazakstan. From 
2000-2009 she was the head of  the English 
department of  that university, where she 
taught courses in cross-cultural communi-
cation, sociolinguistics, and English.

Marzhan brings to Madison a wealth of  
varied professional experiences. Not only 
does she hold a doctorate in linguistics 
from the L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian Nation-
al University in Astana, but she has also 
received advanced-level training in transla-
tion and interpretation. To top it off, she is 
a professionally trained singer. 

In the 2009-2010 academic year Marzhan 
is teaching three levels of  Kazak language. 
When asked about her Kazak classes, 
Marzhan expresses enthusiastic pride for 
her Madison students, who hail from de-
partments such as Geography, Languages 
and Cultures of  Asia, and REECAS. “As I 
teach my native language to American stu-
dents, I am happy to see how passionate 

City, students at UW 
impress Kazak teacher

By Jennifer Tishler
Associate Director

they are in studying 
[Kazak] and [their] 
desire to be aware 
of  my culture and 
country,” Arenova 
reported.  “They are 
eager to know more 
and more about the 
Kazak language. For 
me, one of  the sur-
prising and unusual 
aspects of  teaching 
Kazak was that some 
of  the American stu-
dents have a rather 
profound background 
[in] it. I was really sur-
prised by it. I could 
not have ever imag-
ined that in America I 

would be able to meet such students.”

In addition to her 
busy schedule of  
teaching, Mar-

zhan is also writing a book on the topic 
of  “communicative and pragmatic aspects 
in emotive and evaluative discourse.” Mar-
zhan names Memorial Library as one of  
her favorite places to spend time on the 
UW-Madison campus. “Nothing is more 
pleasant for me than to sit there [while I] 
enjoy myself  reading or digging out some 
interesting material for my […] research 
work.” Marzhan has also enjoyed getting 
out to take in the sights of  campus and the 
city of  Madison. “When I arrived in Madi-
son I was so fascinated by the vibe of  the 
University campus and its huge size,” she 
says. “I was excited about [the] diverse stu-
dent community [and the] libraries, muse-
ums, gyms, cafes and shops. And so many 
bicycles around!”

Marzhan has also enjoyed interacting with 
her new colleagues in the Department 
of  Languages and cultures of  Asia and 
CREECA noting her professional con-
nections with “the most talented and skill-
ful pedagogical staff.” We at CREECA are 
extremely grateful for Marzhan’s dedication 
to her students and to her energy in pro-
moting Kazak studies at UW-Madison.

you can function in a foreign country, espe-
cially Russia, shows any employer that you 
are ready.  It gives you an edge in your job 
search domestically … For example, with 
public speaking skills, saying I gave a speech 
to Russians in Russian proves you can do 
that easily, go above and beyond.

7.  Have you noticed any qualities that 
people who study Russian seem to 
share?

Everyone studies Russian for a different rea-
son, but then they come together and form 
a tight-knit community.  They’re people that 
are open and curious about the world.  A 
love for Russia really unites people.  Rus-
sia really sucks you in.  It’s like a black hole 
for me, it was a snowball effect; I wanted to 
know more and more about the place.

8.  What’s the most interesting experi-
ence you’ve had in Russia?

Interviewing all these Russian teenagers, half  
of  them just say what they think you want 
to hear … one tiny little Russian girl went 
on and on about how much fun mowing the 
lawn is.  Then we asked, “Do you know what 
a lawn-mower is?” and she said, “No.”

9.  What advice would you give students 
considering CREECA languages or area 
studies as an academic focus?

[T]ake advantage of  every (language-study) 
opportunity you have as an undergraduate.  
It really prepares you for being able to speak 
the language when you graduate … Also, 
start early, start when you’re a freshman if  
you can.  I totally loved every minute of  
majoring in Russian.  And there’s more job 
opportunities with Russian than you would 
think when first considering it.

10.  What advice would you give students 
who already study Russia, East Europe 
or Central Asia on how to put their de-
grees to work in the real world?

Don’t be afraid to just go to Russia, Poland, 
etc., and spend time there, even if  you’re not 
doing something super serious.  Living and 
functioning in a country will be beneficial to 
any career you might have.  Being there every 
day helps language skills and just improving 
your language will help in the future … you’ll 
learn the language and meet people. 

Weigel Continued from page 7

Marzhan Arenova with students of Kazak.
Photo by Alec Luhn

Faculty Profile



6 7www.creeca.wisc.edu (608) 262-3379

How far can language and area studies take you?

If  Damien Wampler were to teach a 
seminar on what you can do with an 
area studies degree, it would be tough 

to decide which department should host his 
course.

Since receiving his master of  arts degree 
from CREECA’s interdisciplinary Russian, 
East European and Central Asian Stud-
ies (REECAS) program in 2005, Wampler 
has become a published playwright with a 
work that draws on his experience volun-
teering and conducting research in Central 
Asia.  He’s professionally exhibited his pho-
tographs from the Kyrgyz Republic and 
elsewhere.    He’s worked as a recruiter for 
the Peace Corps in New York City.  Most re-
cently, he’s been accepted to the U.S. Foreign 
Service and is departing for the U.S. Embas-
sy in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, on February 15.

Wampler says the skills he learned from the 
master’s program in REECAS helped him 
earn admittance to the Foreign Service.  
More broadly, Wampler used his time at 
CREECA to develop a big-picture under-
standing of  Central Asia, a region Wampler 
maintains will grow in geopolitical impor-
tance in the near future.  

“The cool thing about CREECA is that 
you can create the degree that you want,” 
Wampler said in a recent phone interview 
from Washington, D.C.  “I liked the ability 
to tailor it to my own needs, which I couldn’t 
do at other schools.”

Even before he enrolled in the REECAS 
program, Wampler had accrued extensive ex-
perience living and working in Central Asia.  
After graduating from Boston University in 
1999 with degrees in English and anthro-
pology, he taught English as a Peace Corps 
volunteer in the Kyrgyz Republic until 2001.  

From there, he went on to teach English in 
Slovakia and then to work as a recruiter for 
an exchange program in Uzbekistan.  

Wampler’s Peace Corps experience piqued 
his curiousity in Central Asia. He applied for 
the REECAS master’s program to place his 
personal experience within a more compre-
hensive understanding of  the region.

“I had very local experiences and I wanted 
to get a bigger picture,” he said.  “I want-
ed to see if  what I was seeing in my Peace 
Corps village was part of  a larger trend.”

At CREECA, Wampler chose 
geography as his department of  
concentration, working mainly 
with Professor Robert Kaiser, but 
also took courses in anthropology 
and history.  His additional expo-
sure to political science course-
work—an entirely new field for 
him—gave Wampler a different 
approach to employ when think-
ing about culture, one that he is 
confident will prove useful in his 
new Foreign Service position.

In fact, Wampler credited the area 
studies skills he developed in the 
REECAS program with help-
ing him earn acceptance into the Foreign 
Service.  Although he is an accomplished 
playwright—last year saw the debut of  his 
play Twin Towers about the friendship be-
tween a soldier and a Peace Corps volunteer 
back from different experiences abroad—
Wampler said that his weekly response pa-
pers and master’s thesis enhanced the writ-
ing skills needed for the Foreign Service.

“I wanted to join the Foreign Service since 
childhood, but it took me three tries to pass 
the [Foreign Service exam],” he said.  “Hav-
ing an area specialization helps in passing 
the test.”

During his 
time as a 
g r a d u a t e 
s t u d e n t 
Wamp l e r 
took a class 
on how to write a research proposal 
and collect data for social science research, 
which he said aided him in his work as a proj-
ect manager for a Web site on Central 
Asian history and in his Fulbright re-
search project.   He went from a mas-
ter’s thesis on religion in Kyrgyzstan 
to a Fulbright project on the topic.

Laura Weigel graduated from UW-Madison in 2009 with majors 
in International Studies and Russian Language and Civilization. 
From August to December 2009, she worked as a Participant Re-
cruiter for the Future Leaders Exchange Program (FLEX) as part 
of  American Councils for International Education.

1.  What drew you to study Russian language and culture?  
Did you ever think you would someday work in Russia?

In my high school [Strat-
ford (Wisconsin) Jr.-Sr. 
High School] there was 
a girl studying from Rus-
sia on the exact same ex-
change program I was just 
employed by.  I thought, “Rus-
sia, that’s neat.”  Then I worked 
on the program last year, so it’s 
like I’ve come full circle … But 
no, not at all, [the possibility of  
someday working in Russia] nev-
er crossed my mind.

2.  How do you use your Slavic 
degree in your work and life?

Studying Russian at UW prepared 
me for the job I just did in Russia.  
Knowing the language was critical, 
even just in everyday life.  I stud-
ied abroad through UW-Madison 
in Russia (Moscow), and that … 
helped me more than anything.  It 
gave me the confidence to really 

speak Russian, not just kind of  speak it.

3.  How did you get your job in Russia?  What 
was your favorite part about it?

I saw it on the American Councils Web site.  After 
I came back from study abroad, I started to always 
watch that.  I really liked the chance to work with 
Russian youth.  Part of  it was interviewing students 
for a scholarship, and it was interesting to hear 
their opinions about what they would like to show 
American students and what they thought about 
America, just general cultural exchange stuff, their 
view of  the world … It was nice talking to teenag-

Renaissance man/CREECA 
grad joins Foreign Service
By Alec Luhn
Web and Publications Assistant

Ten questions 
for Laura Weigel

ers because they’re very honest, especially Russian teenagers.  They’re 
not shy at all.  And I got to travel all over.  I saw tiny little Russian cities 
I never would have gone to otherwise.  

4.  How did you like living in Russia?  How would you character-
ize the culture and the people?

I absolutely loved living there, but at the same time, it’s a different world 
… All the (Russian) people I worked with were friendly, hospitable and 
open.  Also at times they were very honest; sometimes they say exactly 
what they’re thinking without taking your feelings into consideration.  
What I like about Russia is its extremes.  Life is always up and down, but 
it’s always interesting.  It’s an adrenaline rush just being there.

5.  In your opinion, what distinguishes Slavic studies at UW-Mad-
ison?

The cool thing about studying Russian is that not everybody studies it.  
It’s a small world … but those are people I’ve crossed paths with again 
and again, even those from other universities.  I’m always able to stay 
friends with them and run into them in Russia.  For my last job, at first 
I was nervous because a lot of  the other recruiters had a master’s … 
but compared to my four American co-workers, I was surprised at how 
well I did.  I was totally prepared; a degree from UW-Madison in Rus-
sian really laid the foundation well.  I had a lot of  experiences just as an 
undergraduate that people from other universities hadn’t had.

6.  What have been unexpected benefits of  a Russian degree?

I feel like … having a specialization in Russian makes [another degree] 
stand out even more, as opposed to just international studies … Proving 

Weigel administers a test to high schoolers in Penza.

Continued on next page

Selections from one of Wampler’s series of 
photographs taken in Kyrgyzstan.

Photo courtesy of Laura Weigel

Continued on page 10


