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Unit Introduction

I.)  Start the study by leading the students in an imaginative study and
interview.

For example,

“Everybody, close your eyes, and get comfortable. Now, imagine
your favorite family holiday, a day that you look forward to celebrating
each vear. Can you picture it? Think about the things that you do that day,
the people that are there with you. Think about the activities you are
doing. Are there songs? Are there special foods? What makes this day so
special? What makes this day different from any other day?”

“Now, keep all these things in your mind and open your €yes. What I
want you to do now is to interview your neighbor about the holiday that
they were thinking about. I want you to specifically find out about these
things, (written on board) and later we are going to discuss them.”

1.) What was the holiday?

2.) Who celebrates the holiday with you?

3.) What activities do you do together? Special games, crafts or

activities?

4.) Is there a special food you eat on your holiday?

Lead a class discussion, asking students to describe what they learned from their partner.
Discuss similarities and differences in celebrations and customs. Ask them why they
think these similarities and differences exist, where do they come from?

e Ask students what countries they think people in Wisconsin came from.
(designed to see what the students already know about Wisconsin’s roots)

e Ask if they have been to any folk celebrations like Oktober Fest in
Milwaukee, etc, and what countries were represented there.

e Ask if they have ever had sauerkraut, danced the polka, eaten a brat....etc.

Explain that this unit is designed to accomplish two things as a class,
1.) Students will find out about our class’s cultural backgrounds.
2.) Students will explore some cultures represented in Wisconsin that may not
be widely known about, specifically from Eastern Europe.
3.) Students will look at ways that people preserve their cultures and heritage.

e Ask students what countries make up Eastern Europe (designed to see
what they already know) Invite them to point out/find those countries on a

map.

11.) Send home the Heritage Survey with children, indicating a specific due
date. (survey included)



Eastern European Influences on Wisconsin History,
As Seen Through Immigration

Unit Objectives:

A. Students will explore the interaction among people, places, and
environments in Wisconsin.

B. Students will appreciate change and continuity over time and how individuals
and groups (specifically Eastern Europeans) have impacted the course of
human events in history in Wisconsin.

C. Students will understand the interactions and cultural impacts of individuals,
groups, and institutions, the factors that influence individual identity and

learning, and the nature of the disciplines that address these areas in
Wisconsin.

Unit Introduction:
Provide students with a Heritage Interview that they would complete with their
parents/family members at home.
On a bulletin board prepare a large world map to be used for mapping out where
students families originated, using push pins.

Reading /Language Arts Objectives
Students will read stories from various Eastern European folk tales.
Students will understand that over time folk tales change.

Students will discuss how folktales and traditions have preserved history and
culture.

Reading/Language Arts Activities
Students will read various Eastern European folk tales.

Students will pass on a folk tale in the fashion of the telephone game to discover how
retellings change the details of such tales.

Students will orally summarize and then retell one of the stories to a student that has not
read it to discover how retellings change details of a folk tale. (telephone game)



Students could create their own folk tales using an existing folktale as a template,
expressing who they are, where they have come from, where they want to go in life.

Students could practice writing their names and/or words using alphabets from the
regions being discussed (Cyrillic).

Students could read/act out one of the folktales they have written, and explain how that
relates to who they are.

Students could put recorder music to one of the folktales they have written.

Students could write letters to various ethnic heritage or affinity groups or relatives to ask
for brochures, artifacts to share with the class.

Students will visit a local cemetery to see if there are certain common last names, dates,
or other culturally defining information.

Students will survey local grocery stores and phone books for examples of restaurants,
craft stores, foods, and names that may have come from Eastern Europe, Russia, Ukraine,
and Czech Republic.

Students could write an ending for a folktale for which they have heard all but the
original ending.

Journaling Topics

After a whole class read aloud from Zlata’s Diary, students will respond in diary form to
the reading.

How do they think immigrants might have felt during their journey?

What might an immigrant have been feeling on the last day in their homeland?
How would they have coped with not having “enough” in the homeland?

What might the journey have been like to America?

If you only had one small trunk in which to pack your things, what personal items
would you want to bring to a new country?

For what reasons would you want to leave your homeland?

Social Studies/ Science Objectives

Students will gain an understanding of the basic principles of immigration as well
as to assess their own immigrant status.

Students will become familiar with maps of Eastern European countries, and
capital cities.



Students will understand how immigrants need to keep their home culture has
affected our society in Wisconsin in such areas as food, dance, music, and holiday
traditions.

Social Studies/ Science Activities

Students will research their own ethnic backgrounds. They will use the following basic
questions: Where did your ancestors come from? Does anyone talk about your family’s
beginning in America/Wisconsin? Why did your ancestors come to the U.S.? What are
some of their traditions/ stories/ foods, etc.? Students will map the results of their
research and draw conclusions based on this.

As a class discuss why families move and compare that to why ancestors have moved.

As a class discuss what would make people feel at home in a new place (holidays, foods,
crafts, customs, dress, music, dance, being part of similar communities, etc.)

-Make or taste different Eastern European foods

-Listen to polka music, Ukrainian folk songs, etc.

-Do the polka

-Draw an Eastern European national “costume”

Students will choose a holiday that their family celebrates and write down things that
they do to make that holiday special or different from every other day (could be religious
or non-religious).

Students will identify landforms and weather found in Eastern Europe and compare them
with those found here in Wisconsin.

Students will identify common plants and animals and their uses in Eastern Europe and in
Wisconsin.

Students will visit the local public records office to look at maps of their area years ago to
see if certain cultures are represented.

Math Objectives

Students will compare relative areas and relative large numbers.

Students will understand the concepts of perimeter, circumference, and area.



Students will understand the basic geometric transformations in a plane and the
relationships among transformed figures in a plane.

Students will collect, organize, and display data in picture, line, circle or bar
graphs.

Math Activities

Students will compare the total land area of the United States and Wisconsin to the total
land area of Eastern Europe and Ukraine, Russia, and Czech Republic.

Students will compare the total population of the United States and Wisconsin to the total
population of Eastern Europe and Ukraine, Russia, and Czech Republic.

Students will graph the results of the heritage interview to show the class’s immigrant
status.

Students will create an egg decoration using various geometric shapes and patterns (as
depicted in Ukrainian eggs) understanding math in art.

Students will study symmetry using folded paper and cutting to make symmetrical shapes
(as displayed in Polish paper cutting) understanding math in art.

Culminating Activities

Students could create an artifact trunk that would demonstrate what the student has
learned about how people show their heritage today, and maintain the culture and history
of where they are from.

Students could produce a film, video, or play depicting their own tradition with narration
by the student explaining a family tradition.

Students could prepare an example of a traditional holiday using foods, decorations, and
entertainment and narrate its use in their family.

Students could illustrate, write, and present their own tale to the class.

Students could interview and elder and collect their tales using video, audio, or retelling
by students.

Students will collect various items from this unit to create a portfolio representing their
work in this unit. The following items shall be included:
a. folktale
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dolls/toy book

dyed fabric

uses for animals
dairy animals
egg decorating
Cyrillic writing
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Heritage Survey

To facilitate our study of Eastern European influences on Wisconsin History,
we are taking a survey to find out what our class’s roots are. Please use the
following questions to interview a parent, a grandparent, an elderly neighbor
or an elderly family friend.

Where did your ancestors come from?

What do you know about your family’s beginning?

Why did your ancestors come to the U.S.?

What are some of your traditions, holidays, stories, foods, and music?

What would your family have told you to do to treat an illness (common
cold)?
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This chart, based on: Rosalind Kent's Reading the
Russian Language (New York: M. Dekker, 1974), is
primarily intended for librarians who need to transliterate
Cyrillic texts for cataloging or for searching in a database.
Transliteration is according to Library of Congress rules.
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