Lexa A. Speth
CREECA Teacher Workshop

Environmental Problems and Politics in Europe and Asia

Lesson Designs

Lesson One: Comparative Quality of Life and the Environment

Overview: In this lesson students will compare and contrast quality of life indicators between several countries to conclude whether or not a healthy environment is a human right or a human privilege
Grade Level: High School 

Standards: Environmental Standards: 
A.12.1, A.12.4, A.12.5






B.12.2, B12.3, B.12.6, B.12.11, B.12.18






C.12.2







D.12.3, D.12.4







E.12.1


     Social Studies Standards:

A.12.4, A.12.8, A.12.10, A.12.13







C.12.8, C.12.1, C.12.2,







D.12.12







E.12.3

Time: One 45 min class period and One 90 mins if possible or a total of 135 mins.

Objectives: 
To investigate environmental and quality of life indicators in different countries


To compare and contrast different standards of living in the world



To start to evaluate the ethics of saving the environment



To start to interpret what standards determine if an idea is a right or a 

privilege
Resources and Materials needed:
A copy of the Universal Declaration Human Rights Document produced at the United Nations Conference

Country comparisons cart

Access to the several websites on different countries

Suggested cites to use: CIA Fact Book, State Departments, and Earthtrends
Activities and Procedures:

Warm-up: Have students determine the difference between a right and a privilege.


Discuss their answers.


Hand out the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and summarize by reading 

significant parts together what the United Nations has concluded is a human right.

After summarizing the content of the Declaration of the Human Rights document, ask the research question: “Should the Environment be protected as a human right?”

Research: 
Have students brainstorm characteristics of a healthy environment

Some indicators that should be suggested include: GNP, Infant death rate, Literacy rate, Natural disasters, Environment issues, population and population density.  Once the students have developed a list help them select 8 of the best characteristics.  You can steer their choices toward the most significant environmental factors.

Hand out the country comparison chart

Have the student fill in the characteristics they have selected  

Next have students brainstorm countries they would like to compare OR Self-select several countries relevant to the unit of study
Divide students into groups of two or three 

Have the students select one of the countries and research the 
characteristics brainstormed

Have the students post their investigations for the rest of the students to view

Discuss the results of their investigation.  Some of the following questions may help inspire comparisons.

1) Is there a relationship between a countries GNP and the other characteristics, especially environmental issues?

2) What might account for those relationships?

3) What enormous difference and similarities become clear between countries based on the characteristics researched?

4) Which of these factors do you consider to effect quality of life?

5) Do you think it is fair that some countries have these significant environmental differences?

6) Do you think the world should intervene to help those countries who have environment in the worst conditions?

7) If so in how should they intervene?

After discussion these answers, assign the assessment activity.



Assessment Activity: Have students make a “T” chart, on one side have the students determine five ideas that support a healthy environment to be protected as a human right and on the other determine five ideas that support a healthy environment to be protected  as a human privilege. Assign this for the next class period.

With the “T” chart in hand during then next period, either have the students organize into groups of four in which two of the members are debating for a healthy environment to be protected as a human right and the other two members debate for a healthy environment only to be protected as a human privilege.  Allow the groups to debate about 5 mins for each side.  
The other option is to have the students write a persuasive essay selecting the side they would like to persuade the reader to believe in.  One could let the students decide which way they would like to be assessed.
Countries Comparison Chart
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