Title:  Environmental Activism:  The Role of NGOs in Solving Environmental Problems in Russia and its Surrounding Regions

Grade Level:  9th-12th
Subject: Social Studies – World History, International Relations, and Geography

Time Allowance:  5 days (2 days for internet research); 50-minute periods; app. 24 – 28 students

Overview:

This lesson focuses on student research on environmental issues in Russia and its surrounding regions with research on nongovernmental organizations (NGOs).  Students will research one of the following environmental issues:  wildlife conservation, deforestation/forest preservation, air pollution, water pollution/preservation, or nuclear waste.  Students will then research an NGO based in the region that advocates for the environment around the issue.  Finally, students will engage in a simulation based on a grant proposal process in which the  United States Agency for International Development (USAID) will award $10,000 to the NGO with the best proposal for their activities.

Goals:

Increase students’ awareness of environmental issues in the region of Russia

Introduce students to nongovernmental organizations and their functions

Foster understanding of the impact activism has on world issues

Develop research skills and writing skills for the purpose of awareness and persuasion

Wisconsin’s Model Academic Standards Correlations/Connections to Standards:

Social Studies

A.12.5

C.12.10

A.12.8

C.12.12

C.12.8

C.12.9

Environmental Education

A.12.1

A.12.5

B.12.10
D.12.3

A.12.2

B.12.2

B.12.11
D.12.7

A.12.3

B.12.3

B.12.18

A.12.4

B.12.7

D.12.1

Day One – Introduction

Objectives:  Students will:

· Reflect on how much they think about environmental issues

· Name 5 major environmental issues in Russia and it surrounding regions

· Explain what NGOs are and their basic functions

· Explain the expectations for the 5-day lesson is

Materials:

· List of 10 introductory thought questions

· Five images that represent the five environmental issues: Collect five images from magazines or the internet.  Put them on posterboard large enough for everyone to see, or paste images from the internet into a powerpoint 

· Mini-lecture notes on NGOs  (Research on this can be found in “NGOs and Global Policy-Making,” by James A. Paul)

· Assignment rubric and expectations

Activities:

1. Lead a class discussion on the following 10 though questions  (10 minutes):

Have you ever:

· Been concerned that the animals you see around you will go extinct?

· Taken the animals that you see in a zoo for granted?

· Used recycled paper?

· Made a conscious decision not to waste natural resources such as trees?

· Seen smog in the air around you?

· Been worried that you were breathing in a lot of toxic chemicals?

· Thought about how much water you consume?

· Considered the access that people in other countries do or don’t have to water?

· Worried about contamination from nuclear waste?

· Thought about what would happen if you lived in an area that ran nuclear tests?

2. Transition to the images you will show the students.  Tell students:  Number your page from 1 – 5.  Describe what you see as you view the following 5 images.  Please – no talking.  Show each image for 1 minute.  (7 minutes)  Tell students to save what they write for Day 2’s lesson.

3. Present mini-lecture on nongovernmental organizations (15 minutes) Include the following information:

· World Bank Definition of NGOs

· Characteristics of NGOs

· 3 Different Levels of NGOs (local, national, international) & examples of each

· Functions of most NGOs

· NGOs & The United Nations (Article 71, Earth Summit which increased the role of NGOs)

· The importance of NGOs as coalitions

4. Introduce the activity prompt  (10 - 15 minutes):

The United States Agency for International Development gives $10,000 grants to NGOs in other countries to help improve conditions for the society at large.  You will be divided into 6 groups – 5 NGOs and USAID.  Each NGO will target a different environmental issue in Russia and write a grant proposal for its activities to advocate for the environment.  After researching the environmental issues, listening to and questioning the grant proposals, USAID will rule on which NGO will be rewarded the $10,000 grant.

Assessment:  Pass out and go over the assignment rubric and expectations sheet

Environmental Activism Rubric and Expectations Sheet

Written Assessment (50 points)

Paper:

· Includes an overview of the specific environmental 

issue with 2 specific details that reflects serious research/

USAID includes benefit and concern about the NGO
____/10

· Information is accurate




___/5

· Plan for NGO activities/USAID questions are practical 
___/5

· Clear reflection of research about NGO


___/10

· Written in student’s own words which uses

persuasive language





___/10

· Homework Assignment – Day 2  



(reflection on picture from Day 1)



___/5

· Rough draft of paper completed on Day 4

___/5

TOTAL






___/50

Group Work  (25 points)

Participation:

· Student stayed on task




___/5

· Student verbally contributed to discussions/

decision-making





___/10

· Student actively was taking/looking in notes to help

group with content





___/5

· Group as a whole worked well/equal contributions
___/5

TOTAL






___/25

Verbal Presentation (25 points)

Verbal Participation for Simulation:

· Information on environmental issue is read clearly/

USAID questions relate directly to content


___/10

· Overall plan sounded logical and practical/USAID

determined winner according to criteria of grant proposal
___/10

· Students were able to answer questions by USAID/

USAID questions were well thought-out


___/5

TOTAL






___/25

TOTAL PROJECT POINTS




___/100

5. If time permits, download and read and discuss the background article on Putin and the environment in Russia  or another article that has a basic overview of the environment (10 minutes):

http://www.forest.ru/eng/problems/control/publication43.html
greennature.com/article402.html
Day Two – Internet Research

Objectives:  Students will:

· research and take notes on a specific environmental issue

Materials:

· class set of computers for 24 – 28 students

· Student Worksheet – Research on environmental issues

· The same pictures from Day 1 related to the environmental issues

· Writing prompt for “ticket out”

Activities:

1. Before class, divide the class into 6 groups (4-5 students per group).  Assign each group to one of the following environmental concerns: wildlife conservation, deforestation/forest preservation, air pollution, water pollution/preservation, nuclear waste.  The 6th group will be USAID.  (Groups should be constructed heterogeneously based on ability.)  Assign groups.  (5 minutes)

2. Pass out and discuss Student Worksheet – Research on environmental issues.  Explain that the USAID members will each take one environmental issue and research that.  If there are not five USAID members, divide the remaining issues among the group members.  (5 minutes)

3. Research on internet  (30 minutes)

STUDENT WORKSHEET – RESEARCH ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

For your group listed below, access the following websites on the internet, research them and fill out the chart.  Group members need to divide the work among themselves, so all members do not look at the same websites.

All students should read the following article: greennature.com/article402.html
Wildlife

russianwildlife.com/
www.themoscowtimes.com/stories/2002/05/29/046.html 
www.ananova.com/news/story/sm_50546.html
www.nwf.org/internationalwildlife/1998/redcrane.html 
www.partnerregions.org/english/ Region_DV/geography/geogr_ru4.htm
www.savingcranes.org/species/siberian.cfm
Forests

· www.forest.ru/   There are 8 different links on this page that can be researched

archive.greenpeace.org/comms/cbio/russia.html 
magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0206/feature2/
www.globalforestwatch.org/english/russia/
www.pacificenvironment.org/ infocenter/Reports/illegallogging.htm 
Air Pollution

www.climateark.org/articles/reader.asp?linkid=26800 
www.american.edu/projects/mandala/TED/russair.htm 
www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/russenv.html
www.nationmaster.com/country/rs/Environment
www.gi.alaska.edu/ScienceForum/ASF5/562.html 
Water Pollution

www.baikalex.com/info/water/waterpollution.html
www.inesap.org/bulletin15/bul15art09.htm
www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/russenv.html 
www.fas.org/irp/nic/environmental_outlook_russia.html 
www.npec.or.jp/northeast_asia/ en/environmental/page04.html 
Nuclear Waste

www.pacificenvironment.org/articles/nukewaste.htm 
www.enn.com/today.html?id=7520 
www.wise-paris.org/english/othersnews/ year_2003/othersnews030521b.html 
www.american.edu/TED/russnuke.htm
samvak.tripod.com/brief-nuclearwaste01.html 
Worksheet – Research on Environmental Issues (cont.)

Specific Issue  _____________________

URL/Websites researched  
___________________________





___________________________

Author/s of Website

Summarize the environmental concern

Research & take 4 main points on your issue:  Include information on people/animals involved, statistics, specific cities, events, dates & effects

1.

2.

3.

4.

What are some environmental successes and/or failures?  Provide specific information.

What can be done about the issue? What is being done? Explain based on your research.

Is there evidence that the website is biased?  Provide some evidence?  What, if anything, do you know about the authors of the website?

4. Before students leave the computer lab, do the last activity as a “ticket out” for the day. (10 minutes) Assessment:  Take another look at the pictures from yesterday.  Focus on the one that is symbolic of the issue you researched today.  In one paragraph, describe what you see now when you look at that picture.  Include 2 specific things you learned today and refer to how you have or have not changed from yesterday’s description.  Hand it in before you leave today.

Day Three – Internet Research on NGOs

Objective:  Students will

· research and explain what a specific NGO does in relation to a specific environmental issue

Materials:

Student Worksheet – NGO Research

Homework Assignment – Rough draft of paper

Activities:

1. Pass out NGO research worksheet and have students write in which NGO they will be researching on the internet.  USAID will do research on USAID as well as the NGO that matches the specific NGO they researched.  (40 minutes)

Student Worksheet – NGO Research

Check or highlight the issue and NGO you will research today.  Go to the url listed and read about the NGO. Answer the questions on the worksheet based on what you read.

Wildlife – The Wildlife Foundation  www.wf.ru/
Forests – Forest Club  www.forest.ru/club.html 
Air Pollution – Russian Ecological Congress  www.civilsoc.org/nisorgs/russwest/moscow/ecocngrs.htm
Water Pollution/Preservation – Baikal Wave  www.baikalwave.eu.org/eng.html 
Nuclear Waste  - The Citizen’s Center on Nuclear Non-proliferation

nuclearno.com/text.asp?307
USAID  www.usaid.gov/
1. When was the NGO founded?

2. What are its main activities?  Provide 2 specific details.

What type of methods does the NGO use?

3. Record/summarize any major issues the NGO has tackled.  Are there any major successes it has been involved in?

4. Is this NGO an organization you might want to become involved in?  Explain why or why not.

5. What does it take to get involved in the NGO?  (How does one join it?)

2. Assessment:   (10 minutes) 

· NGO groups:  Prepare a 1-page, typed position paper in rough draft form that includes 2 specific details about the background of your issue and your NGO’s specific plan of action.  Requirements include: a practical plan/good explanation of ngo activity and why it is important; use of persuasive language – why is your idea the best?; clear reflection of content/research

USAID will make its decision based on the following criteria:



-the grant proposal is logical, feasible and practical



-the proposal is directly related to the environmental concern



-the activities of the ngo are reasonable, given what the ngo really does



-how specific the proposal is about how the $10,000 will be used

· USAID-Prepare a 1 page, typed position paper in rough draft form that includes an overview of the environmental concern you researched and one benefit and possible concern you have about the specific NGO you researched

· Individual papers within groups should not be the same because students should have researched different environmental websites and taken notes on NGOs individually

Day Four – Group Work

Objectives:  Students will:

· Peer edit and offer suggestions on the written work due today

· Work collaboratively to divide up the work for the simulation tomorrow

· Highlight each other’s strengths so that each person can present the best part of their research

Activities:

1. Peer editing – In their assigned groups, students will exchange papers and read them. (Teacher will award 5 points to those students who have a complete rough draft.  Those who do not, need to work individually to complete theirs.)  Students will offer suggestions for improvement based on content and structure. (20 minutes)

2. The group will decide which point each person should read from their papers tomorrow.  Two people should outline one environmental issue with a detail for the overview of the issue.  Two people should explain the specifics of the NGO plan.  USAID needs to prepare 3 questions for the environmental issue & NGO they researched.  (15 minutes)

3. Assign homework and review the process for the simulation  (15 minutes)

Assessment:  Prepare a final typed, 1-page position paper.  Be sure to include the requirements for the paper explained on Day 3.

What to Expect for the Simulation:

· Individual groups will present on their environmental issue and NGO activities

· USAID member who researched that issue will ask up to 3 questions

· Other USAID members may ask questions 

· USAID will confer and make a decision on who the grant should go to.

· Debriefing

Day Five – Simulation

Objectives:  Students will

· Verbally synthesize the research they have done on environmental issues and ngos 

· Use persuasion to convince their peers that they have a feasible plan for action

Materials:

· A rubric for each student (see handout for Day One)
· Checklist of criteria for USAID group to take notes
· List of debriefing questions 
Activities:

1. Allow students to work in groups to review and finalize the section they will read from their papers. Give USAID members the following checklist  to take notes on for each group presentation:

USAID will make its decision based on the following criteria:



-the grant proposal is logical, feasible and practical



-the proposal is directly related to the environmental concern



-the activities of the ngo are reasonable, given what the ngo really does



-how specific the proposal is about how the $10,000 will be used

(10 minutes)

2. Simulation:
· Groups present (2 people provide an overview with details; 2 people explain what the NGO will do)  (3 minutes each = 15 minutes)
· USAID questions the NGO after each presentation  (2 minutes each = 10 minutes)
· USAID confers and presents winner  (3 minutes)
3. Debriefing – Process

-What part of the process had the greatest impact on you?

-Was there any part of the process that was frustrating or difficult?  Why?

-Do you feel that NGOs can play an important role in changing the world?

-Did you feel that each group had to try and please USAID, rather than focusing on the “real” issue of the environment in order to win the grant?  How might this be changed?

Debriefing – Take it Personally

-As a class, brainstorm some ways that we can all get involved in issues like the environment around the world:

Suggestions include:  Spread the word and connect to others; campaign for a cause; change your lifestyle – e.g. watch your consumption of natural resources and energy; make ethical consumer choices – e.g. related to the environment; lobby; invest ethically

4.  Students should hand in their typed papers on their way out.
