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Overview

     I teach a Russian History class at McFarland High School.  In my class, we start with a unit called, “The History of Russia in Your Lifetime.”  We look at the collapse of the Soviet Union and the factors contributing to the collapse.  By doing this, we attempt to understand how the current situation in Russia arose and recognize why the study of Russia is relevant to the students today.  After this unit, we jump back to the beginning of Russian History and follow the normal sequence.  

     This opening unit also allows the students more easily to understand current events, and we require a weekly current events assignment throughout the term.  We discuss the current events and determine what factors have contributed to the current situation.

     One current event that is of great concern to the world community is the current state of Russia’s nuclear wastes.  Russia and the former republics of the Soviet Union have had a terrible history of nuclear-related mishaps.  In spite of this, Russia is proposing that it will now begin accepting nuclear wastes from around the world for long-term storage and reprocessing in Siberia.  By doing so, Russia is hoping to earn up to $25 billion in foreign revenues.

Grade Level:  10-12

Subject:  One-semester Russian History class

Objectives:
1. To understand why studying Russia is relevant and important to us today.

2. To have students collect and discuss current events in Russia and to put these events in historical, geographical and political context.

3. To understand why it is in the self-interest of the U.S. to try to help Russia safely dispose of or secure its nuclear waste and/or its nuclear weapons.

4. To compare problems and issues at nuclear weapon/waste sites in Russia and in the U.S.
Time Allowance:  Three activities of around 45-minutes each
Activities:
1. After introductory activities to begin the class, assign three short readings and accompanying worksheet (see worksheet, “Russian History: Problems with Russia’s Nuclear Waste”):

a. “Nuclear Waste Issues in Russia,” Energy Information Agency, August 2001.

b. “Russia’s Nuclear Sites Unguarded,” NewsMax.com Wires, Sat., Feb. 16, 2002.

c. “The World in Numbers: Russia’s Loose Nukes,” Atlantic Monthly, December 2004.
2. a. 
See video, “Nuclear Materials: Russia’s New Export,” 1995, 27 minutes, in CREECA film library, Code DCN-6020.

b. On the board, ask the students to list the pros and cons of Russia’s proposal to permanently store other countries’ (including the U.S.) nuclear wastes in Siberia.

c. Working in pairs, have students read the following internet articles on the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in Hanford, Washington: 

1. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanford_Site
2.  
http://www.hanfordwatch.org/.

Ask the students to write a short paper that compares and contrasts the Hanford situation with Russia’s situation regarding nuclear waste sites.
3. Socratic discussion and follow-up lecture on the problems of securing nuclear

waste sites in both the United States and in Russia.

Assessment:  

1.  Short (one- to two-page) paper comparing and contrasting the nuclear waste disposal issues in the United States and in Russia.

2.  Short essay question on first unit test:  “List and explain two reasons why the U.S. should support and/or oppose Russia’s proposal to accept nuclear waste from other countries for long-term storage and reprocessing in Siberia.”

Wisconsin DPI Standards:  
A. Geography:  People, Places and Environments – A.12.11, A.12.12

B. History:  Time, Continuity and Change – B.12.1, B.12.3, B.12.9, B.12.17

C. Political Science and Citizenship:  Power, Authority, Governance and Responsibility – C.12.2, C.12.11, C.12.12, C.12.13
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