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ÁFOCCUS- Friends of 
Chernobyl Centers, 
United States 

ÁCommunity 
Development Centers

ÁLocations

ÁMission





ÁConstruction of the 
Power Plant

ÁBegan in 1970
ǐNuclear reactor #1 

commissioned in 1977

ÁConsisted of 4 nuclear 
reactors

ÁTwo more were under 
construction at the time 
of the nuclear accident  





Á April 26, 1986 1:23
ÁNuclear Reactor #4

ÁThe fire resulting from the 
explosion released radiation 
equivalent to 100 atomic 
bombs

Á Emergency Response
ÁFirefighters 
ǐOf the firefighters who 

responded, 28 died within four 
weeks of radiation poisoning

ÁConstruction of the shelter
ǐImmediate shelter constructed 

within 6-9 months 





ÁHistory of Pripyat
ÁFounded in 1979, provided housing for workers of the Chernobyl 

NPP
ÁAt the time of the explosion the population of Pripyat was 

approximately 49,000

Á Infrastructure ɀTypes of buildings in Pripyat
Á15 Elementary Schools, 5 secondary schools, 1 professional 

school
Á1 Hospital
Á35 Playgrounds and 1 large park
Á4 factories   
Á3 indoor swimming pools, a movie theater, and 10 gymasiums



ÁEvacuation 

ÁOccurred at least 36 hours after the nuclear 
explosion

Á1100 Buses were uses to transport families to the 
city of Kiev

ÁThe residents of Pripyat were told to pack little 
and that they would be able to return 



ÁEffects of Radiation
ÁOf the 200,000 workers that participated in cleanup, 

approximately 4,000 died from Radiation poisoning 
ÁAreas affected by the radiation
ǐRussia, Belarus, and Ukraine were most severlyaffected 

ÁEvacuation
ÁAround 116,000 people were evacuated from villages 

near the nuclear reactor, some were never allowed to 
return to their home
ÁIt is estimated that an addition 230,000 people were 

also evacuated 
ÁOver 404,000 people were eventually resettled 



ÁHealth Effects

ÁAlthough 5.5 million people live on contaminated 
land today, the effects of radiation on their health 
are unknown

ÁOf survivors of the accident, the largest heath risk 
is thyroid cancer





Á4ÈÅ #ÈÅÒÎÏÂÙÌ .00 ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ ÓÈÕÔ ÄÏ×Î ÉÔȭÓ 
remaining reactors, all were shut down by 
2000
ÁAlthough the plant remains inoperational, 

workers remain employed by the  plant today 
ÁThe Shelter built to protect the outside world 

from radiation, has began to erode

ÁA new shelter structure will be built beginning in 
2011 (hopefully) 


